
While summer is not quite 

over yet, we need to begin 

thinking about what we 

want to do with N701DT 

and, to answer this ques-

tion, we need to zoom out 

and determine what  want 

to do with our fleet for the 

next 10 years.  Each air-

craft comes with a partic-

ular operating profile; 

speed, payload, ceiling, 

endurance, seats, equip-

ment, etc. To fly them of-

ten requires certain quali-

fications and skill.  The 

cost to own, operate and 

maintain is always an im-

portant considera-

tion.  Simply put, different 

missions illicit different 

aircraft.  What is your mis-

sion? 

 

About 50% of our rental 

hours comes from  

student activity and the 

remainder from pleas-

ure.  Two of our aircraft 

are considered training 

and two are suitable for 

longer distant trips.  Our 

mix of aircraft generally 

satisfies the mission of 

the majority of the people 

flying and we are currently 

flying our 4-aircraft at just 

over 200 hrs each. To 

warrant 5-aircraft, we 

need to fly over 1000hrs/

yr. We will get close this 

year, but it’s not clear if 

we can sustain that num-

ber.  Are you having trou-

ble renting an aircraft 

when you want to fly? 

The cost structure is driv-

en by our by-laws which is 

not often well understood 

by the membership.  The 

per hour rate is an opera-

tional cost that is driven 

by consumables, wear 

and tear. The two highest 

contributors are the quan-

tity/price of fuel burned 

followed by the engine set

-aside. The fixed costs; 

insurance, annuals, and 

capital costs are all cov-

ered by dues.  I often hear 

people say we cannot af-

ford an “expensive” air-

craft because of the 

“$100” rental barri-

er.  There are plenty of 

newer aircraft that can be 

had whose operational 

costs are similar to our 

current fleet - the point 

being that the capital cost 
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of an aircraft does not 

drive the rental rate. 

 

While cost matters, I be-

lieve so does the condi-

tion and capabilities of 

our aircraft.  WFC has a 

reputation for renting air-

craft at the lowest price 

point around. That is 

what keeps our member-

ship strong and we will 

not veer much from this 

position.  Our aircraft are 

well maintained, some-

thing that is often over-

looked.  We have a first 

class training program; 

(Continued from page 1) granted not everyone is 

“training”.  The only 

knock I have ever heard 

is that the appearance 

of the aircraft is “old” 

and the equipment 

“basic”.  Does any of 

that matter to you? 

Would you find a newer, 

well apportioned aircraft 

appealing if it rented at 

about the same 

price?  Most important 

would you fly more? 

 

Randy Christian, our di-

rector of Aircraft Opera-

tions, is working hard on 

this task.  Last year as 
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President, Randy tasked 

a committee to begin 

looking at this very ques-

tion. Their recommenda-

tion was that we begin 

transitioning our fleet to 

Cessnas. This fall Randy, 

is taking that information 

and will determine what 

we are going to do with 

N701DT.  Talk to Randy 

or any of the board mem-

bers and present your 

mission. Randy, I, and 

the board would really 

appreciate your in-

put. Make your voice 

heard. Email is fine or 

just give us a call.  

“Talk to Randy or 

any of  the board 

members and present 

your mission... 

Make your voice 

heard.”  

Destination: 

Venango Regional Airport 

(KFKL), Franklin, PA 

 

Distance: 

165 nautical miles 

(direct) 

 

Why It’s Cool: 

Venango Regional is 

home to Primo Barone’s, 

an Italian restaurant situ-

ated on the northwest 

corner of the terminal 

building. Primo Barone’s 

is open for lunch and din-

ner and, like Cloud 9 at 

Williamsport (KIPT, previ-

ously featured in this col-

umn), it breaks the 

greasy spoon mold for 

airport dinners and really 

strives to deliver a terrific 

dining experience. 

(Perhaps “mold” is not 

the best word choice 

when it comes to recom-

mending a restaurant?). 

In addition to great food, 

Primo Barone’s has 

large picture windows 

looking to the north(ish) 

and west(ish) that give 

great views of traffic 

coming and going on 

runways 03-21 and 12-

30. 

 

If you’re looking for a 

great dining destination 

that will impress your 

date after a 1.5 hour 

flight over 

the terrain of 

western 

Pennsylva-

nia, you 

might want 

Cool Places To Fly by Chris Houston 

to give Primo Barone’s a 

try—in six years of visits, 

we’ve never been  

disappointed 

 

Tips: 

 The FBO offers a 10 

cent / gallon fuel 

discount to restau-

rant patrons. Save 

your receipt as proof. 

 Primo Barone’s is 

open Tue-Sun for 

lunch and dinner. 

 The restaurant 

phone number is: 

(814) 432-2588 

Do you have a great destination or trip 

to share? Let us know about it by 

sending an email to: 

 

newsletter@williamsonflyingclub.com 

 
Aviation Quote: 

 

“This machine was a 

failure to the extent 

that it could not fly. In 

other respects it was a 

very important and 

necessary stepping 

stone.” 

 

- Igor Sikorsky, about 

the first helicopter, 

built 1909. 
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Recommended  

Reading 

 
The latest issue of FAA 

Safety Briefing (Sep/

Oct 2016) focuses avi-

ation career options 
www.faa.gov/news/

safety_briefing/ 

Flight Rx by Dr. Pam Tarkington 
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Third Class Medical 

 

As you all know by now, this is 

about to become - almost- obso-

lete. 

 

On July 15, 2016, President 

Obama signed into law legislation 

so that most pilots will no longer 

have to see an AME (aviation medi-

cal examiner) for their medical, but 

can instead see their own physi-

cian 

 

The FAA has one year from the 

date of this law to come up with 

new regulations. 

 

If a pilot had a valid medical in a 

10 year period before 2016, then 

the pilot may not need to see an 

AME for renewal of third class 

medical. 

 

Your own physician will follow a 

check list for the FAA (similar to 

the one used by the AME) and will 

clarify that you are fine to fly. This 

will have to be done every 4 years. 

Your physician does not send any-

thing to the FAA, but you will have 

to keep this report in your log 

book. In addition, you will have to 

take a computer generated aero-

medical course every 2 years and 

note this in your log book. 

 

As to the type of airplane you can 

fly there are certain limitations. 

You may fly VFR or IFR up to an 

altitude of 18,000 feet and at a 

speed of 250 knots indicated. You 

can carry up to 5 passengers and 

the aircraft can weigh up to 6,000 

lbs. 

 

Of course, there are some limita-

tions. Number one, if your medical 

is more than 10 years old, you will 

have to see an AME, but only once. 

Number two, if you have never had 

a medical you will have to see an 

AME. Number three, if you have 

certain medical conditions 

[caridac, mental, etc] you will have 

to have an initial visit with an AME. 

Number four, if your medical was 

revoked, suspended, or denied you 

will have to see an AME 

 

No doubt there will be some fur-

ther FAA clarifications and I will try 

to keep you up to date as these 

happen. 

Green Mountain Reservoir 

Climax Molybdenum Mine 

My rented Archer parked at Leadville 

WFC aircraft on the ramp at Lake Placid 
 (KLKP) on October 10, 2015.  
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Congratulations! 

Congratulations to: 

 Gabe Orrange-Paton: Private Pilot, 17 August 2016 (top) 

 Sandy Paxton: First Solo, 17 August 2016 (middle) 

 Jamie Oliver: Private Pilot, 31 August 2016 (bottom) 

 Chris Henry, Private Pilot, 7 September 2016 (right) 

 

Well done one and all! 

10 September (Sat) WFC luncheon: RSVP via the 

Event Calendar 

11 September (Sun) EAA 486 Fly-in breakfast, 

Oswego Co. Airport (KFZY), 

7:30—11:00 am 

WFC Fly-Out (Event Calendar) 

 Fly-in breakfast, Olean Airport 

(KOLE), 8:00 am—noon 

17 September (Sat) Seaplane Homecoming, Keuka 

Lake, 10:00 am-5:30 pm 

(website) 

 Pancake breakfast,  

Cooperstown-Westville Airport 

(K23), 7:00 am—11:00 am 

1 October (Sat) Third Annual WFC Fly-Out to 

Lake Placid. Arrive KLKP @ 

11:00 am. Lunch at Lake  

Placid Pub & Brewery (Event 

Calendar) 

2 October (Sat) Fly-in breakfast, Elmira-Corning 

Airport (KELM). Sponsored by 

EAA 533, starting at 8:00 am 

Upcoming Events 
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